Cctober 11, 2007

Statement by AFL-CIO President John Sweeney
on the Nurses' Strike at Appalachian Regional Hospitals

The 10 malion members of the AFL-CIO stand firmlv with the more than 800 strilang marses at nine Appalachian
Regional Healthcare (ARH) hospitals who are seeking stronger patient care protections. The mrses - members of the
United American Nurses in Kentucky and West Virginia - are standing up for the conmmunities they serve even as ARH
tries to crush their spirit through intimidation and threats.

Patient care must be any hospital's prmary concern. By forcmg its front-ne care providers to be understatfed and
overworked, ARH is recklessly putting its patients at nisk. The nurses at ARH deserve respect and decent workmg
conditions that include far pay and benefits as well as manageable hours. It is absolutely unacceptable that ARH 15
putting communities at risk by refusing to hsten to nurses’ concerns about staffing and other patient care issues.

The AFRH nurses have shown ther commutment to ther patients tme and time agam_ Thev are puttmg their jobs on the
Ene m support of safe staffing levels, It is tme for ARH to show its murses they are committed to doing everything m their
power to mprove pabent care at thexr hospitals, which meludes negotiating a fair contract and addressmng the murses’
urgent concerns about patient care.

Join the Beckley & Summers County
Appalachian Regional Healthcare Registered Nurses

Community Rally & Candlelight Vigil

Thursday, October 25, 2007
6:00 PM - Rally
6:45 PM - Candlelight Vigil

Beckley Pharmacy Parking Lot
(Across from the Hospital)

Come and Support Our Patients, Your Nurses and Our Community

Sponsored by: Dr. Hassan Jafary,
Dr. Hassan Amjad,
Dr. Mustafa Rahim

LIGHT A CANDLE FOR A LOVED ONE



Y West Virginians United for Social and Feonomie Junl:ica
Gary Zmckett - Chair

(304) 3869501 cunail: garn(@wveag org fax: [304) 2465081
1500 Disic Strect, Clarleston, WV, 25311

“Shared Prosperity” Topic of Town Hall Meeting
Contact: Garv Zuckett 304-346-5891 or Matt Wender 573-5080
WYV United hosts next in a series nl‘meetings in FEI}"E!"E CDIIIII.'}'

Fayetteville — WV, West Virginians United, a coaltion of progressive state organizations, 15 holding the next of several
state-wide community town hall style meetings at the Cathedral Café on Wednesday, October 24™ 3¢ 6:30 PAL

The meetings are to promote their “Agenda for a Shared Prospenity™ — a set of values and policy proposals to
strengthen our muddle class while creating the condiions necessary for more famibies to realize the “Amencan Dream”™

Speakers will outlne the basic prospenty agenda with bnief comments and then open the discussion up to the commmmunaty
members attending. The topics to be addressed are:

« Health Care Reform — malang health care affordable and assessable to all West Virginans;
Cost of War — connecting the extreme costs of the contlict in Iraq to the cuts in spending for education, housing,
social services and other domestc spendmng m West Virgmia;
Justice in the Workplace — how workplace issues affect quabty of fe; and
« Economic Fairness — how public policy can level the playmg field and work toward a shared prospenity.

What: Town Hall Meeting on an “Agenda for Shared Prosperity™
When: Wednesday, October 24™ 3t 6:30 PM
Where: Cathedral Café, 134 8. Court St, Favetteville, WV 23840

Moderator: Dan Dovle, MD
Speakers:
Renate Pore, Exec. Director, WV Healthy Kids & Families Coalition
Larry Matheney, Sec./Treas. WV AFL-CIO
Rev., Jim Lewis, WV Patriots for Peace
Ted Boettner, Mountain State Education & Research

One Voice, One Agenda, One Movement!
i VWAL CIO aing




